Montana Kaimin, February 8, 2013 by Students of The University of Montana, Missoula
University of Montana
ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present Associated Students of the University of Montana(ASUM)
2-8-2013
Montana Kaimin, February 8, 2013
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.
Recommended Citation
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula, "Montana Kaimin, February 8, 2013" (2013). Montana Kaimin, 1898-present. 5590.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/5590
UM’s Independent  Campus Newspaper  S ince 1898 
Volume CXV  Issue 58
@KaiminNews
fridaykaimin
MK
SHUFFLE
February 8, 2013
Montana Kaimin
Friday,  February 8, 2013OPINION2
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By Ric Sanchez
Small talk, big problems
INTROVERTS ANONYMOUS
 (ANTI)SOCIAL COLUMN
“What’s your name? Do you go to the University? What’s your major? 
I hear that’s a growing industry! Where are you from?” Many of us go out 
of our way, daily, to avoid that conversation. For introverts like us, small 
talk is physically exhausting. Painful, even.
Well, I have some bad news, guys. We can’t avoid small talk. I’m sorry, 
but that’s the world we live in. I know you think it’s stupid and banal and 
inauthentic and the worst way to actually get to know someone, but it’s 
part of this modern “social contract” thing, so we need to get used to it.
Instead of groaning about chitchat, perhaps we should examine why 
we hate it. Two prominent aspects of introversion are sensitivity to judg-
ment and tendency toward deep thought. We hate small talk because all 
the information it produces seems irrelevant out of context. We’re afraid 
our major will seem stupid if we don’t explain why we chose it, what we 
plan to do with it and every important factor that played into our decision. 
That’s hard to convey at a urinal. (In our defense, we’re pretty sure urinal-
centric conversation is also against social contract — or at least it should 
be.) The introvert-extrovert spectrum is commonly explained, in some ca-
pacity or another, by stating that extroverts gain their energy from social 
interactions while introverts lose theirs, regaining it later with some R&R. 
Admittedly, it’s hard to give our energy to someone we probably won’t see 
again  —  in an elevator, at a grocery store or in line at the movie theater. 
     As we all know, however, the only thing worse than being ques-
tioned (interrogated) is being the one who does the questioning. 
I know, in theory, it seems easy: just return the line of question-
ing. And yes, in theory, that is the polite thing to do. But when the 
pressure’s on, it’s often hard to think of the simplest questions. 
     True story (this is a safe place, right?): Last year I had a very nice, 
very cute girl in one of my classes. The problem is we were al-
ways the first ones to class. Notice that I used the word “prob-
lem” and not “advantage.” Every other day, we’d arrive at the 
same time, say hello, sit at our desks and wait in absolute silence 
— for minutes. Plural. Needless to say, things did not pan out. 
      At the end of the semester I told my friend about my tongue-tied 
problems. “I literally could not think of anything to say to her,” I told him. 
He gave me some of the best advice I’ve ever received.
“You’re kidding, right?” he said. “What about, ‘How’s your day?’” 
   Genius. So simple, yet thoughtful. In all my panic, I never once 
stopped to realize that small talk is basic reassurance from one per-
son to another that, yes, you exist and, yes, I’m mildly invested in 
your well-being. As long as we can provide that to someone, our 
duty is done. We don’t need to worry about challenging, thought-
provoking questions that tread the line between insightful and per-
sonal. We just need to make them feel acknowledged and cared about. 
    So next time you’re in line at the movies, waiting for your 
coffee, or even at the urinal, and you feel the overwhelm-
ing urge that you should probably say something, just 
smile and ask, “What’s up?” I swear, it’s as simple as that. 
On second thought, wait until you’ve stepped away from the uri-
nal. 
ricardo.sanchez@umontana.edu
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
Big ups to the end of mail de-
livery on Saturdays. No longer will 
bills and other reminders of adult 
responsibilities ruin our weekly 
day-drunks.
Backhands to Carly McKinney, 
Colorado’s darling #CrunkBear. 
Hot or not, no high school math 
teacher should pose half-naked 
without at least including a few 
homework answers around the 
décolletage region.
Big ups to the Griz men’s bas-
ketball team tying their consecu-
tive Big Sky Conference win re-
cord Thursday. Only a matter of 
time now until we get beat down 
by Badgers or Wolverines (don’t do 
it, Hugh Jackman!).
Backhands to the Second 
Amendment. There’s not really a 
provision that allows for the own-
ership of military drones, surface-
to-air missiles, tanks  … But at least 
for now we get our M-16s to pre-
vent “tyranny,” right?
Big ups to Valentine’s week. 
Yeah, it’s a whole week now, much 
like St. Patty’s day in Butte. Most 
of you will drink out of sadness, 
which makes everyone else feel 
justified in their less-than-perfect 
relationships. Thanks, loners!
Backhands to the winter gods. 
Can’t really ski or board on ice, 
rocks and slush, dudes. Scratch 
your surly beards and let loose the 
dandruff they call powder!
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Former Griz quarterback Jordan 
Johnson begins trial proceedings 
today for one the most highly publi-
cized rape cases this year. 
Jury selection will take all day 
and will be held at the Holiday Inn, 
due to the large number of jurors 
called. There will be no testimony 
today, Missoula County Attorney 
Fred Van Valkenburg said.
The jury pool has already been 
substantially reduced, Van Valken-
burg said, because some jurors have 
already been excused by District 
Judge Karen Townsend, who will 
preside over Johnson’s case. They 
have been excused in part due to 
questionnaires that were sent out to 
jurors prior to the trial.
Clem Work, professor of jour-
Ashley Nerbovig
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nalism and law degree holder at the 
University of Montana, said there is 
a collaborative effort by attorneys 
and judges to assemble an unbi-
ased jury. 
One major issue is the recent 
sentencing of Beau Donaldson, a 
former Grizzly running back who 
received a 30-year sentence, with 
20 years suspended, for raping an 
acquaintance as she slept on his 
couch. He will be eligible for parole 
in two-and-a-half.
“It’s impossible to erase that 
from peoples’ minds,” Work said. 
“But their job as a jury is to be — to 
try to be — fair to the defendant.” 
Local defense attorney Craig 
Shannon said the Donaldson case 
shouldn’t be compared in any way 
to the Johnson case. 
“These are two completely dif-
ferent animals,” Shannon said.
Chris Tweeten, an adjunct pro-
fessor at UM’s law school, said 
Johnson’s case has been very one- 
sided in media coverage. All that 
has been covered so far is evidence 
filed by the prosecution, and the 
defense doesn’t need to produce re-
ports or evidence prior to the trial, 
Tweeten said.
“What you have seen in the 
charging documents is no predictor 
of what happens in the courtroom,” 
Tweeten said.
Members of the press have al-
ready been in communication with 
Townsend’s staff attorney, Lukia 
Roth, who opened the courtroom 
to reporters last Friday for a media 
rehearsal for the trial. 
“Judge Townsend is going to try 
to make this a perfect trial,” Tweet-
en said. “(She) will try to eliminate 
any possible mistakes. If there were 
a conviction, it prevents it from be-
ing turned over on appeal.”
Johnson, who was charged in 
late July with a count of sexual in-
tercourse without consent, pleaded 
not guilty to all charges. This trial 
takes place during three ongoing 
investigations by the Department 
of Education, Department of Justice 
and the NCAA into the Univer-
sity of Montana and the Missoula 
County Attorney’s office and their 
handlings of sexual assault accusa-
tions.
UM President Royce Engstrom 
announced in his mid-year speech 
this week that the school is a few 
weeks away from publicly speak-
ing about the investigations.
Johnson’s attorneys have already 
tried on two occasions to have the 
charges against Johnson dismissed. 
On Jan. 31, they argued Missoula 
police have a policy to believe a sex-
ual assault victim’s story, which can 
cause an impartial investigation, ac-
cording to the court documents.
Townsend dismissed the claim 
as the state provided sufficient evi-
dence that the policy was only one 
sentence in a three-page policy 
that requires Missoula City Police 
Department to fully investigate all 
crimes, according the court docu-
ments.
Van Valkenburg said Townsend 
set aside nine days for the trial.
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
Johnson’s sexual assault trial to last 9 days
MISSOULA
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Jordan Johnson looks for a pass during the Grizzlie’s game versus Weber 
State Oct. 29, 2011.
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HELENA – The plan to build 
a new Missoula College on the 
south campus is one step closer 
to becoming reality.
A legislative subcommittee 
gave the go-ahead in a 4-2 vote 
Thursday morning to authorize 
state debt to pay for the two-year 
school. House Bill 14 approves 
nearly $100 million in state funds 
for construction projects at higher 
education campuses and other 
public facilities. 
The provision for the Missoula 
College, formerly known as the 
College of Technology, calls for 
$29 million in state bonds to fund 
the new campus. 
UM President Royce Eng-
strom called the vote “a very 
important first step.” He said he 
is optimistic that the Legislature 
will approve the measure, which 
has the support of Gov. Steve 
Bullock.
“Missoula College is the larg-
est, fastest-growing two-year 
college in the state over the past 
decade,” he said. “This facility is 
essential to the increasing growth 
and the role the college plays not 
just in students’ lives, but the state 
of Montana.”
Enrollment has exceeded the 
capacity of the school’s two build-
ings, forcing students to attend 
classes in trailers.
Associated Students of the 
University of Montana lobbyist 
Asa Hohman knows what it’s 
like to take those courses. He 
spent two-and-a-half years at 
the College of Technology before 
transferring to the University’s 
main campus. He advocates on 
behalf of the student government 
at the Capitol.
“In the wintertime, it’s so cold 
that you still have to bundle up 
when you’re in there, and in the 
summertime it’s unbelievably 
hot,” he said. “It’s hard to pay at-
tention to an actual lecture when 
you’re trying to keep from pass-
ing out.”
In addition to state money, the 
measure requires the University 
to raise an additional $3 million 
for the new campus. Engstrom 
said the funds could stem from 
private donations or other sourc-
es.
A similar measure to pay for 
a new campus failed during the 
2011 legislative session. The bill 
must pass the House Appropria-
MONTANA
Missoula College bill passes initial vote
Amy R. Sisk
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tions Committee, then the House 
and Senate with a two-thirds 
vote in order to reach the gover-
nor’s desk for a signature.
“If it doesn’t pass this session, 
then we’ll be back next session,” 
Engstrom said. “That would be 
another generation of college stu-
dents without access to adequate 
facilities.”
During a hearing in Helena 
last week, several Missoula resi-
dents expressed concern over the 
plan to construct the new school 
on south campus, where it would 
interfere with the University’s 
golf course. They urged lawmak-
ers to consider the provision for 
the Missoula College separately, 
and suggested the new facility be 
built next to its counterpart near 
Fort Missoula.
Lawmakers on the subcom-
mittee opted to keep the provi-
sion in the main bill and did not 
address the campus’s location 
when they voted.
Sen Dave Lewis, R-Helena; Jon 
Sesso, D-Butte; Rep Rob Cook, 
R-Conrad; and Bill McChesney, 
D-Miles City, voted in favor of 
the bill. Sen. Rick Ripley, R-Wolf 
Creek, and Rep. Carl Glimm, R-
Kila, voted against it.
House Bill 14 also authorizes 
the University to construct the 
$9.3 million Gilkey executive ed-
ucation center, which would be 
funded by private donations and 
student fees. It also allows the 
University to raise $3.2 million 
for a new learning commons area 
at the Mansfield Library and $2.5 
million for an athlete academic 
center.
amy.sisk@umontana.edu
Rep. Gursky draws on UM, Cambodia for inspiration
Ketti Wilhelm
Montana Kaimin
In 2007, Jenifer Gursky was 
volunteering with children in 
Cambodia when she realized she 
didn’t have the skills she needed 
to deal with the poverty issues 
that confronted her. So she ap-
plied to the University of Mon-
tana from a computer kiosk in 
Phnom Penh. 
Last month, Rep. Gursky, now 
a Democrat representing north-
western Missoula’s House Dis-
trict 98, saw her first bill pass the 
House. House Bill 131 helps chil-
dren lead a better life by requir-
ing doctors, teachers and other 
professionals to report suspected 
abuse.
“I have become incredibly 
driven for working on behalf of 
the public,” Gursky said of her 
new job. “There is no higher call-
ing than to work for people.”
She added that she is still 
learning how to fulfill her duty as 
a voice of her peers “with dignity, 
grace, patience, and humility.”
After studying vocal perfor-
mance in Wyoming, Gursky re-
turned home to Polson to become 
a youth pastor. She joined Youth 
With a Mission and the group 
sent her to Amsterdam to work 
with victims of human traffick-
ing in the Red Light District and 
study for similar work in Cambo-
dia. 
“I wasn’t really interested in 
politics, initially,” Gursky said. 
“But I was really interested in 
how policy affects our lives.” 
She didn’t wait for graduation 
to dive deeper into politics. She 
began her political career at UM, 
preceding Zach Brown as presi-
dent of the Associated Students 
of the University of Montana.
Brown said Gursky was a 
dedicated mentor as he began 
his term, even while she was in 
the heat of her campaign for the 
House last fall. 
He said Gursky’s powerful 
leadership as president paved 
the way for ASUM to deal more 
professionally with administra-
tors, politicians and the Board of 
Regents.  
Gursky graduated last May 
with a degree in political science 
emphasizing international rela-
tions and a minor in international 
development studies – just three 
weeks before winning the Demo-
cratic primary for HD-98.
When it comes to getting in-
volved, Gursky, 32, advises stu-
dents to be bold. 
“Don’t dip your toe in, just 
jump,” she said. “Any campaign 
that you can help in, any way that 
you can get connected in your 
community. Politics is really a 
hands-on sport.” 
But it’s not a sport for every-
one, which Brown has learned. 
He said a career in politics used 
to interest him, but his post has 
MONTANA
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“I wasn’t really interested in politics 
initially. But I was really interested in 
how policy affects our lives.”
Jenifer Gursky, 
Montana House Representative
I
n a college town, music can live 
and die on the tide of an ever-
rotating student crowd. But in 
Missoula, a handful of mainstay 
musicians somehow keep the fa-
miliarity afloat. Big names like 
Tom Catmull and the Clerics have 
been rooted in local culture for 
years — but even when a band 
sounds new or unfamiliar, there’s 
a good chance one of its members 
is not. 
Take, for example, Caroline 
Keys. She’s is no stranger to the 
Missoula music scene: she’s been 
written about endlessly and even 
called a Missoula all-star. Her 
name is everywhere, and for good 
reason.
Keys is everywhere.
The bands she belongs to, 
projects she works on and col-
laborations she’s part of cover a 
fair chunk of the Missoula music 
scene. The 36-year-old started and 
fronts astral-art folk Stellarondo, 
and plays in a harmony-driven 
string girl trio called Whippletree 
and the bluegrass band Broken 
Valley Roadshow. Beyond spend-
ing time on her three most active 
bands, Keys teaches music lessons, 
belongs to a handful of less ac-
tive bands and almost continually 
joins in on collaborations. Keys 
also constantly books gigs and or-
ganizes money for bands like Stel-
larondo.
“When I’m not playing music, 
I’m planning more ways to play 
music,” Keys said. 
The bassist in Stellarondo, Tra-
vis Yost, is the same kind of musi-
cian. He, too, is connected to many 
projects and always looks for new 
gigs and bands. He and Keys have 
played together in a number of col-
laborations and even worked as a 
duo for a while.
“Travis Yost would not stop 
bothering me,” Keys remem-
bered. “I didn’t know what I was 
building (with Stellarondo) but he 
wanted really badly to be a part of 
it. He’s amazing.”
Yost is primarily known to local 
music regulars for playing drums 
for the Clerics with Tom Catmull. 
The 30-year-old also drums for the 
rock band American Falcon and 
plays for the two bands he started, 
Love is a Dog from Nebraska and 
the New Hijackers, which was the 
Missoula Independent staff pick 
for the best new band of 2010. In 
addition to playing with whatever 
bands he can get his hands on, 
Yost also runs a mobile recording 
studio.
“I’ll start a band a week if I can,” 
Yost said. “I enjoy working with 
certain people more than others 
and gathering people into that 
is just so great. In a lot of bands, 
everybody can do anything they 
want but you mold into something 
and you have a place.”
Behind Yost’s beard and bear-
like form is a man whose excite-
ment about music is ever-present 
in his voice. His passion sparked 
in childhood. He sang with his 
dad on stage when he was 10 years 
old  and started playing gigs as a 
drummer around 12 or 13. Yost 
watched his dad work 60 hours a 
week and then play shows all over 
Montana every weekend. The 
idea of fitting as many shows as 
possible into one weekend never 
seemed strange to him. 
Many of Yost’s band mates 
overlap between projects, and 
he said it’s because he surrounds 
himself with about 10-15 people 
whom he actually enjoys playing 
with – Keys included. Yost knows 
that if he needs something in a 
band or a song that he can’t do 
himself, he can call up someone 
who’ll do it and be excited to help.
“It’s always a joke that three of 
the bands I’m in are the same peo-
ple, just playing different instru-
ments,” Yost said “People (assume) 
then that those bands wouldn’t 
have their own personality and 
that’s a lie.”
Keys brings her own personal-
ity to each of her bands. Her laugh 
is as eccentric as her untamed 
curls. Her speaking voice bounces 
with passion and perhaps a bit of 
nerves  — but when she sings, it 
transforms into something con-
fident but calming. She sang in a 
church choir as a child, and took 
piano and violin lessons too, but 
her drive to do music in the long 
term didn’t surface until she was 
in college. Keys was attending a 
party in Missoula when she heard 
one of her favorite Phish songs 
floating up from the basement. 
Initially convinced it was coming 
from the radio, Keys stumbled 
upon “just some dudes and a gui-
tar.”
“I thought, ‘if they can do that, I 
could do that’,” Keys said.
So she did. Overnight, she bor-
rowed a guitar and went back to 
her dorm room where she spent all 
night teaching herself chords. By 
morning, she was playing a song 
from the Little Mermaid. From 
there, Keys stayed in Missoula and 
started to establish her musical ca-
reer. She said it’s taken her 10 years 
to become the musician she is. 
Both Keys and Yost are mak-
ing their livelihoods solely off of 
music. Keys said she decided to 
try music for a year, and by the 
end of that year it was paying her 
mortgage. She has a supportive 
husband with a “real job,” but who 
is also musically inclined. Yost 
wanted to be a full-time musician 
by the time he turned 30 and quit 
his job in December of 2011.
He said it’s been the most satis-
fying year of his life.
“I’m not trying to win a Gram-
my, I just want to pay my bills with 
instruments,” Yost said.
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Tom Robertson
Caroline Keys with her banjo. Keys also plays the tenor guitar, acoustic guitar, kalimba, oscillator, bloogle resona-
tor and sings.
Tom Robertson
Gibson Hartwell, Caroline Keys, Bethany Joyce and Travis Yost of Stellar-
ondo. Stellarondo Collaborates with Visual Artist Burke Jam on Sonifica-
tion of Landscape at University of Montana Music Recital Hall on March 1.
J oey Running Crane, while not connected to Keys or Yost, is 
another musician whose various 
bands frequent flyers and book-
ings around Missoula.
Running Crane, 23, is in four 
bands. But unlike Keys and Yost, 
he isn’t living off the income.
“I’ve been mostly unemployed 
for the last year. I needed things to 
fill time with,” Running Crane said.
Running Crane started in a 
band called Goddamnitboyhow-
dy from his home on the Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation in Browning 
after his cousin from Missoula got 
him into music. Their lyrics dealt 
with social and tribal issues and 
they played among a few other 
DIY bands on the reservations. 
They booked gigs in Missoula 
and would hitch rides with an-
noyed family members — and in 
some cases, strangers — to make it 
to town for shows. 
After moving to Missoula he 
was picked up as the banjo play-
er and drummer for Bird’s Mile 
Home, though he was recently 
kicked out. He also started the 
“crust” band Gretchen and the 
pop-punk band King Elephant 
with his best friend Ryan Bilunka.
Running the bands and book-
ing the gigs have made it hard for 
Running Crane to find part-time 
jobs to make money or garner any 
savings, he said. This summer he 
helped fight wildfires in Montana, 
but he often has to choose between 
money and music. 
King Elephant spent three 
weeks touring. When the oppor-
tunity arose for Bird’s Mile Home 
to play with the Minutemen, Run-
ning Crane had to decide whether 
to play or go fight a fire and make 
money. In the end, he chose the 
music and got to play with his mu-
sical hero, Mike Watt.
“I consider the alternative of 
not playing music for extended 
periods of time and I just feel dis-
connected,” Running Crane said.
Like Running Crane, Yost can’t 
stay away from playing. Yost plays 
multiple shows a week, sometimes 
three in one day. He said he hasn’t 
gone on a date on a Friday or Sat-
urday night in ten years because 
of his constant shows. Of what he 
guesses to be about 1,000 Tom Cat-
mull and the Clerics shows, he’s 
only missed three.
“If you don’t walk your dog, 
your dog is going to eat all the 
dirty clothes,” Yost said. “If I’m not 
playing music, I’m pretty frustrat-
ed with my life.”
None of the musicians could 
pick one of their bands as a fa-
vorite. For Keys, they each offer 
their own joys and challenges, 
but there’s one very special thing 
about her all-girl band.
“We’re more likely to fart in 
front of each other,” Keys said, 
starting to laugh.
Running Crane said he groups 
them into two categories: bands 
he drums in and bands he plays 
guitar for. “They both do different 
things for my person and that’s 
the reason to play music. I’d rather 
not be on antidepressants.
“With drumming, it’s defi-
nitely more of a visceral thing,” he 
said. “But then when I am singing 
and playing guitar and writing 
my deepest darkest feelings and 
singing them to people I barely 
know — it’s different. It allows 
me to verbally get things off my 
chest.”
Yost said he loves all his bands 
but the Clerics have provided 
the most stability. The benefit, he 
said, of having multiple bands is 
no matter what kind of song he 
writes, he has the perfect group to 
play it.
 “If it’s a rock song and it de-
serves the big anthem ridiculous-
ness, it goes to New Hijackers,” 
Yost said. “If it deserves some-
thing more sensitive and I want 
people to actually hear what I’m 
saying it goes to Love is a Dog be-
cause it’s more story-driven.”
A ll three musicians have busy springs ahead.
Recently, Running Crane start-
ed working at the VFW Post, host-
ing Open Mic night and working 
the door. King Elephant started its 
residency at VFW yesterday and 
will play there every Thursday 
night. 
Stellarondo released its sec-
ond album, “Rick Bass & Stellar-
ondo,” at the Festival of the Book 
last fall but now they are going on 
the road to promote it to the rest 
of the Northwest. The unusual 
album combines the narratives 
of Rick Bass and acoustic accom-
paniments. In addition, the band 
is scoring a short film and will 
perform visual artist Burke Jam’s 
MFA thesis “Shadow of Polaris” 
on March 1 in the Musical Recital 
hall of the University of Montana 
School of Music. 
Yost said no matter the size of 
an area, there’s always going to be 
a small portion he’ll enjoy work-
ing with. But with fewer musi-
cians in Missoula, there’s less of a 
chance of being underbid.
“In Missoula, typically some 
of the money’s there,” Yost said. 
“Guarantees are a little better in 
some places and if you can get 
people to come into a bar, you can 
make a little money.”
Although Keys said she has 
considered moving to a bigger city 
like Portland, Ore., every time she 
goes there she said she sees a tour 
bus in front every fifth house. For 
her, there’s something to be said 
for Missoula’s size and isolation.
“In some ways I feel like there 
might be more or different oppor-
tunities in other places,” Keys said. 
“It’s ridiculous how many artists 
and musicians and dancers there 
are in this town. For a person that 
aches to collaborate, this is just re-
ally a fertile place to be.”
carli.krueger@umontana.edu
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Winter conditions make bik-
ing an obstacle course filled 
with black ice, bottomless pud-
dles and snow pack. But the in-
trepid biker does not hesitate: 
He jumps on a fatty and goes 
about his way, floating on four-
inch tires.
“Fat bikes” have motorcycle-
width tires, rims five times 
wider than a regular bike and 
are about six to ten pounds 
heavier. Tires inflate to only 
six to eight pounds of pressure 
per square inch, instead of the 
typical 30 pounds on a regular 
mountain bike or 100 pounds 
on a road bike.
“The width keeps you on 
the snow instead of knifing 
through. You get a ridiculous 
amount of traction because 
there’s more surface area,” said 
Kevin Downey, co-owner of 
Hellgate Cyclery.
He advises waiting for hik-
ers to pack down the snow be-
fore hitting the trails. 
“It’s a lot of effort to push 
through new snow because 
you’re slipping from side to 
side,” he said. “Pretty much 
walking from there.”
Pat Scharfe is the buyer at 
Fat tires: more than beer
Fat bikes make for smooth riding in winter weather
Riley Pavelich
Montana Kaimin
Unlike in Times Square, 
where New Year’s is usually 
just an excuse to bust out the 
bubbly, kiss your baby, and sing 
about some poor guy named 
“Old Lang Syne” when the 
clock strikes twelve, the Chi-
nese New Year celebration is 
the most important holiday for 
many Asians around the world. 
     Sometimes referred to as the 
“Spring Festival,” the Chinese 
New Year is a time for families 
to reconnect by cooking some 
food and making things sparkle. 
     With the lunar calendar get-
ting a fresh start this Sunday, 
the University of Montana 
Chinese Student and Scholar 
Student group prepares 
for Chinese New Year
Christopher Allen
Montana Kaimin
Missoula Bicycle Works and 
rides his fat bike year-round. 
Scharfe takes his fat bike out 
in summer on trails he’s ridden 
for years for a new experience. 
“Imagine riding a motor-
cycle down a mountain trail,” 
Scharfe said. 
The fat bike handles differ-
ently, requires more leaning 
to turn and takes about 10 to 
15 percent more energy to ride 
than a typical cycle, Scharfe 
said. 
These hefty bikes start at 
$1700 and a replacement tire 
runs from $90-$120. Their in-
novative design lets riders take 
their bikes almost anywhere. A 
fat bike works great on sand, 
backcountry terrain, ice and 
snow. 
“A lot of people have never 
seen a bike like this before, so I 
get a lot of questions, especially 
from young boys,” Sharfe said. 
“I tell them: Did you ever want 
to have your own tank?”
The fat bike emerged out 
of Alaska about ten years ago. 
Mountain bike enthusiasts 
started paying attention when 
the model began winning 
long-distance bike races on the 
Iditarod trail. Companies like 
Surly and Salsa began mass-
producing these bikes only in 
Pat Scharfe cleans a “fat bike” at Missoula Bicycle Works on Thursday. Fat bikes are outfitted with super-sized 
tires, which allow riders to traverse snowy and sandy terrain with greater ease. Scharfe said fat bikes are a grow-
ing trend across Missoula and the nation.  
Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Association is putting on a 
culture tour to give students 
who grew up celebrating the 
new year somewhere to go, as 
well as introduce some tradi-
tions to those who would learn. 
  “We wanted to offer these 
events to the public because 
it’s such an important holi-
day for us,” said Lyric Liu, 
president of the CSSA. “No 
matter how busy things are, 
people will almost always get 
time off to go home and meet 
up with friends and family.” 
    Like any holiday, there are 
certain things everyone does 
to mark the occasion. For the 
Chinese New Year, there are 
four customs in particular 
MISSOULA
the past decade.
“Ten years ago you couldn’t 
go into a bike shop to get one,” 
Downey said. “Someone would 
have to make it custom in their 
garage.”
Scharfe said Missoula Bike 
Works sells more fat bikes each 
year, and they are gaining mo-
mentum. Although the fat bike 
has been in Missoula shops for 
the last three years, Scharfe es-
timates the local fat-bike com-
munity to be around 20 strong. 
A fat bike can ride any trail 
that was previously reserved 
for summer usage. The more 
traffic the better, because it 
ensures a firmer base of snow. 
Scharfe said he enjoys taking 
his fat bike to the Rattlesnake 
and Blue Mountain. 
“Missoula is a really great 
place for fat riding,” Scharfe 
said. “The only downside is it 
doesn’t stay cold long enough.”
riley.pavelich@umontana.edu
CAMPUS
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It’s impossible to talk about 
how far humanity and ar-
tistic expression have come 
since the days of cave paint-
ings without sounding a lit-
tle cliche. But 2-D drawings 
done in mashed fruits by cal-
loused thumbs and fingers on 
bumpy, cold cave walls evoke 
a special kind of emotion, and 
one that has been thoroughly 
explored. Or so you thought.
Nationally recognized, 
77-year-old Missoula artist 
Nancy Erickson has an exhib-
it at the Montana Museum of 
Art and Culture in the PAR/
TV Center, featuring several 
powerful pieces from her col-
lection. 
Her artwork draws inspira-
tion from the cave drawings 
at Chauvet Pont d’Arc and 
Lascaux in France.
The WRITING
Eben Wragge-Keller
Montana Kaimin
Nancy Erickson’s fabric piece “Black Wolf” of the Toklat Pack Series is on 
display at the Montana Museum of Art and Culture in the PAR/TV Center 
until April 20.
Photo Courtesy of Nancy Erickson
 
that many adults look back 
and remember doing as kids. 
  As soon as they walk 
through the decorated doors 
in the UC Ballroom, guests 
can learn how to write using 
Chinese calligraphy. A cal-
ligraphy expert will be on 
hand to show the uninitiated 
how to use brushes, ink and 
Chinese characters to express 
wishes of good fortune and 
wisdom for the coming year. 
    What’s a party without 
fireworks? Boring! Although 
university policy is strictly 
anti-explosion, there will be a 
firecracker model show high-
lighting some of the common 
designs for New Year light 
shows. Traditionally believed 
NEW YEAR
From page 8
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“I was very moved by the 
efforts of those people 33,000 
years ago, and I attempted 
to duplicate the drawings on 
the animals and the people in 
order to emphasize our evolu-
tionary roots,” Erickson said. 
“I’ve shamelessly used those 
drawings for close to 20 years 
now.”
But her take on an ancient 
tradition is not merely an imi-
tation, but a dramatic reinter-
pretation featuring almost 
tribal-like markings on the 
characters. Erickson creates 
vast depth within the nega-
tive space between the many 
constructions of animals ac-
companying humans.
“The idea was to present 
an atmosphere, a landscape of 
some kind with the animal, or 
with the human animal,” she 
said.
The Ohio-born artist has 
chosen paint mixed with vari-
ous fabrics as her medium, 
and utilizes charcoal and oil 
sticks, with machine-stitched, 
appliqued and quilted pieces. 
     If you are the type of per-
son who expects a good deal 
of emotion from a work of 
art, look no further than her 
characters’ eyes. Whether the 
fierce, burning yellow of a 
cougar or wolf, or the hollow 
void worn by her humans, Er-
ickson’s pieces leave the view-
er speechless and ponderous.
“Of course humans have 
lived thousands of years, so 
it’s a little bit of a reminder if 
I put a wolf or a cougar or a 
jaguar in with a human. It’s 
a reminder that we’ve always 
been together.” 
Erickson’s art has managed 
to capture something pure 
and loving within the human 
spirit, and her widespread 
collection has garnered quite 
a bit of attention. Her work 
is displayed in museums in 
Pennsylvania, New York and 
Washington. 
Friday, she will hold an ex-
hibit from 5-9 p.m. at Montana 
Art and Framing, at which 30 
percent of anything that is 
sold will go toward student 
scholarships within the per-
forming arts program at the 
University. Her exhibit on 
campus will be open through 
April 20.
eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu
to help ward off evil spir-
its, firecracker displays can 
become pretty elaborate, es-
pecially in larger cities like 
Hong Kong, or American cit-
ies with large Chinese popu-
lations like New York City. 
   “It’s one of the things that 
children remember most about 
growing up celebrating Chi-
nese New Year,” said Liu, who 
is working on a master’s de-
gree in the forestry program. 
   “They’re nostalgic for a lot 
of people, though they al-
ways kind of scared me.” 
  Liu  was always more 
partial to the tradition of 
wearing new clothes than 
lighting things on fire. 
   Paper cutting also has a 
special place in the new year 
celebration. With lots of viv-
id red paper and scissors, 
celebrators cut messages of 
wisdom and fortune, similar 
to the western tradition of 
making New Year’s resolu-
tions, and hang them from 
windows or around doors. 
      Nearly all holiday celebra-
tions around the world have 
foods that are absolutely es-
sential to the party. Chinese 
New Year is no different, 
where the delectable of choice 
is the dumpling, which can 
be packed with a variety of 
ingredients and served in 
all kinds of styles, depend-
ing on the day. Students will 
serve two different types, 
jiaozi and tangyuan, to any-
one with a culinary curiosity. 
   When people have a bel-
ly full of dough, they can 
take advantage of a tai chi 
presentation. Renowned as 
WALLon theMMAC hosts artwork of Nancy Erickson )(
much for its health benefits 
as its uses in self-defense, 
tai chi has been practiced 
for thousands of years and 
found fans around the world. 
  Once guests have experi-
enced all events, there will be 
CULTURAL TOUR
WHO: UM Chinese Student and Scholar  
          Association 
WHAT: Chinese New Year Cultural Tour 
WHERE: UC Ballroom
WHEN: Saturday, Feb. 9, 3-5 p.m.
ADMISSION: Free
a presentation on traditional 
Chinese philosophy and Bud-
dhism, as well as an introduc-
tion to the signs of the zodiac. 
Let the year of the snake begin. 
          christopher.allen@umontana.edu
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Griz tie record for consecutive wins
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
BASKETBALL
Extending his arms to steal the 
ball, Kareem Jamar ran down the 
court and slammed it home. 
For the junior guard from 
Venice, Calif., it was his first in-
game dunk ever and it couldn’t 
have come at a better time. The 
6-foot-5 forward’s dunk capped 
an 8-0 run for the Montana 
Grizzlies with 6:12 left in regula-
tion play, extending Montana’s 
lead to 14 points, as the Griz 
rolled over visiting Northern 
Colorado 73-63 Thursday night.    
With the win, the Grizzlies (17-4 
overall, 13-0 BSC) tied the all-time 
Big Sky Conference record for 
consecutive conference wins at 24, 
in front of 4,036 fans at Dahlberg 
Arena.
The night belonged to Jamar. 
No. 32 was everywhere.
Jamar finished with 18 points, 
eight rebounds, seven assists and 
three blocks. He said it was one of 
the most fun times he’s had on the 
court. 
“We always feel like we’re nev-
er going to lose, no matter how 
much we get down or on top and I 
think that shows a lot to the char-
acter on this team,” Jamar said. 
Montana also received big 
boosts from seniors Mathias 
Ward, who added 14 points and 
seven rebounds, and Will Cherry, 
who scored 13 points to go along 
with five assists and four steals. 
In back-to-back plays, Cherry 
stole an errant UNC pass to tie for 
third on the Big Sky Conference’s 
all-time career steals list, then 
picked up another steal to push 
him past Northern Arizona’s Tom 
DeBerry for third all-time. 
Montana continued to pile on 
the points, shooting 52.2 percent 
from the floor. Jamar and Cherry 
led the Griz with seven points 
apiece, boosting Montana to a 33-
26 advantage at the end of the first 
half. 
“It was exciting watching 
our guys get after it, turning de-
fense into offense,” head coach 
Wayne Tinkle said. “We didn’t 
run a whole lot of sets, our guys 
were making great plays for each 
other and being unselfish. When 
we do that and we’re all on the 
same page, we’re pretty tough to 
guard.” 
After the half, Northern 
Colorado kick-started their of-
fense behind junior guard Tate 
Unruh and junior forward Der-
rick Barden, who each scored 
17 points. However, their efforts 
and the Bears’ 37-point second 
half weren’t enough as Montana 
scored 40 second-half points in 
the 10-point win. 
The Grizzlies’ defense held sol-
id throughout the game, as UNC 
shot just 33 percent for the length 
of the game. 
“We knew our challenge was 
going to be better defensively 
than we did down there,” said 
Tinkle on Montana’s 85-77 road 
victory at UNC earlier this sea-
son. “Our last two performances 
defensively have been great, and 
we need to continue that.” 
While Montana is still perfect 
in conference play, the team is al-
ways focused on improvement. 
“We got out-rebounded,” Ja-
mar said. “We’re still trying to put 
40 minutes together, but I think 
this was a step forward tonight.” 
Tinkle credited UNC for 
its persistence and toughness 
throughout the game. 
“We took a really good punch 
from a team that had their backs 
against the wall, and found a way 
to win when maybe we weren’t 
quite at our complete best,” he 
said.
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
Samuel Wilson/ Montana Kaimin
Keron DeShields (20) tries to block a pass from Northen Colorado’s Greg 
Tucker during the Grizzlies 73-63 victory over the Northern Colorado Bears 
in Dahlberg Arena yesterday.
Samuel Wilson/ Montana Kaimin
Montana center Eric Hutchison (45) battles with Northern Colorado center Connor Osborne (34) for a rebound.
Check out our gallery from lat night’s game at:
www.montanakaimin.com/
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made him reconsider. The job 
didn’t have that effect on Gur-
sky.
“She’s got the personality for 
it and she’s really good at what 
she does,” Brown said of his 
predecessor. “And she likes it 
and that’s amazing.”
Though politics may suit 
her, Brown said Gursky is not a 
typical politician. 
“I really trust that she genu-
inely has students’ interests in 
mind,” Brown said. “You can’t 
always know that kind of thing 
with politicians.” 
Another of her projects, 
known as the Smart Buildings 
Initiative, is a collaboration 
with Brown and other student 
leaders that she started work-
ing on last spring.
Brown said the bill would 
encourage retrofitting state-
owned buildings to improve 
their energy efficiency. The 
buildings’ owners, such as uni-
GURSKY
From page 4
versitieswould get to keep the 
money they save on energy 
costs and use it for future proj-
ects to improve other build-
ings. 
The concept is popular, 
Brown said, but so complex 
that it has taken a year to iron 
out the details. They’ve just 
finished drafting the bill and 
Brown said a House committee 
should review it before the end 
of the month. 
Gursky also plans to intro-
duce bills dealing with human 
trafficking in Montana, adop-
tion laws and landlord-tenant 
issues, among others.
After moving to Helena for 
the legislative session, Gur-
sky said she misses Missoula’s 
sense of community, as well 
as some local restaurants and 
breweries. 
“I’m not really a big going-
out person, but I would kill for 
a good Cold Smoke,” Gursky 
said. “They don’t sell it in Hel-
ena and it’s killing me.” 
ketti.wilhelm@umontana.edu
PETRIFIED?
PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. Please include a phone 
number. Letters are printed on Thursdays.
HELENA, Mont. (AP) — An ad-
vocacy group told a judge Thurs-
day that a new voter-approved law 
unconstitutionally requires state 
agencies to determine who is an 
illegal immigrant and turn them 
over to federal authorities.
The plaintiffs led by the Mon-
tana Immigrant Justice Alliance 
asked District Judge Jeffrey Sher-
lock to block the law, which re-
quires proof of citizenship or legal 
standing from any applicant for 
state services, such as unemploy-
ment benefits and assistance for 
crime victims.
The law, which was approved 
by nearly 80 percent of voters in 
November, took effect Jan. 1, but 
most state agencies have not start-
ed applying it. There have been no 
instances of anybody being denied 
services or deported as a result of it.
Still, plaintiffs’ attorney Brian 
Miller said enforcement can hap-
pen at any time without due pro-
cess or any way to appeal, which 
creates the need for Sherlock to 
block the law until the constitu-
tional challenge is decided.
“Nobody knows when they 
are going to be mugged. Nobody 
knows when they are going to be 
laid off,” Miller said.
Montana Solicitor General 
Lawrence Van Dyke said the law 
should not be blocked because 
there is no evidence anybody has 
been harmed by it.
Blocking the law would actual-
ly do harm because state agencies 
would be prevented from limiting 
services and benefits only to those 
who are eligible to receive them, he 
said.
The lawsuit only challenges the 
requirement that agencies ask ap-
plicants for proof of eligibility, not 
the state’s rights to withhold ben-
efits from illegal immigrants, he 
said.
“It’s OK to set criteria, but it’s 
not OK to require proof they meet 
that?” Van Dyke said.
Sherlock did not make an im-
mediate decision on the request for 
a preliminary injunction.
The Republican state lawmak-
ers who put the measure on the 
ballot claim illegal immigrants are 
living on the taxpayers’ dime by 
obtaining food stamps, unemploy-
ment benefits, disability benefits, 
state licenses and aid for university 
students.
The new law requires proof of 
legal standing for any applicant for 
state services, employment with a 
state agency, issuance of a state li-
cense or permit, unemployment or 
disability benefits, enrollment as a 
student or student aid.
The state Board of Regents says 
the law does not apply to the uni-
versity system because the state 
Constitution gives the board sole 
authority over the system.
Miller presented two witnesses 
who said the law would affect 
them. Andrea Carlson, a United 
Kingdom-born resident of Miles 
City, said a judge recently ruled 
that she is a citizen because her 
father was a citizen and served in 
the military, but she has yet to get 
documentation beyond that order.
She is concerned that won’t be 
enough if she finds herself in need 
of a state service, such as a police 
response to a crime.
“I wouldn’t have any recourse at 
all if I were mugged in the street,” 
she said.
Alisha Blair, a Canadian-born 
Missoula resident, said she is con-
testing denial of a certificate of 
citizenship and is concerned about 
the possible consequences of not 
having documentation.
Blair said she was accepted into 
the University of Montana in 2009 
but did not attend because she was 
denied financial aid because of her 
citizenship status.
Van Dyke said the two women 
have not been affected by the law, 
and it was unlikely they would 
be, given their particular circum-
stances.
The state attorney said not all 
agencies will necessary conduct 
investigations into applicants for 
state services. The agencies are 
primarily required to ask for proof 
of citizenship or legal standing, he 
said. The agency then has the op-
tion of conducting a further inqui-
ry to determine eligibility.
If an agency does conduct an 
inquiry and finds evidence that a 
person is an illegal immigrant, the 
agency must then turn over that 
name to federal immigration offi-
cials, he said.
Judge asked to block 
proof-of-citizenship law 
Associated Press
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
 LOST & FOUND 
Skeleton key chain with two keys 
found Wednesday morning 2/6 on 
the corner of Connell and Daly. 
Call (714) 767-2365 to claim.
 HELP WANTED 
Summer driver must be at least 
21-years old. Established local 
guest ranch June-September. 
Dining room/cabin crew mid 
August-September 244-5571.
All around adult gal needed 
for ranch/kennel help. 
Kennel experience and some 
microbiology, anatomy or 
physiology knowledge would 
help. Will receive short paid 
orientation. $10/hour to start. Part 
time and hours are flexible for 
college students. 2-4 hour  
 SELF STORAGE 
Call Today! 406-541-4645 All Star 
Self Storage New Facility & No 
Deposit.  
 INTERNSHIPS 
Spring & Summer Writing 
Internships Interested in wildlife 
conservation and outdoor 
adventure? Want to write for a 
190,000+ circulation magazine 
and a website receiving 170,000 
hits per month? Bugle magazine 
at RMEF is your ticket. We offer 
unpaid internships that give you 
the chance to boost both your 
skills and resume while writing 
for print, broadcast and the 
internet. You will also gain 
experience using an advanced 
website content management 
system. To apply, email a cover 
letter, resume, and three writing 
samples to jobs@rmef.org. 
            ENTERTAINMENT 
Sunrise Saloon: Friday/Saturday, 
Copper Mountain Band 9pm. No 
cover! 21+ only.   
   FOR SALE 
Fresh shipment of hot sauces! 
Lots and lots of new ones. Come 
on over to the Joint Effort, 1918 
Brooks St. Holiday Village 
Shopping Center, and we'll warm 
you up!    
Digital Scales. The Joint Effort 
1918 Brooks St. Holiday Village 
Shopping Center.   
Posters! Blacklight, regular, low 
prices. The Joint Effort 1918 
Brooks St. Holiday Village 
Shopping Center.   
Indian Tapestry Sale. The Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks St. Holiday 
Village Shopping Center 
Hello hookah smokers! 38 
flavors of shisha and hookahs 
too. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks 
St. Holiday Village Shopping 
Center.    
  SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
Free Income Tax filing in GBB 
L26. Every Saturday Feb. 
9 - Mar. 9, 9am-4pm. Income 
under $50,000, no rental, small 
businesses with expenses under 
$5,000 and no depreciation. Need 
photo ID and SSC.
         MISCELLANEOUS 
Betty's Big Sale! Wednesday 2/6 - 
Sunday 2/10. Entire store 25% to 
70% off!   
 
Airplanes - Local Natives
              
          SONG OF THE DAY
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rides a fat bike at
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HELENA, Mont. (AP) — A 
proposal to expand the state’s 
wolf hunt is being fast-tracked 
through the Legislature and 
shortly will be sent to the gov-
ernor’s desk for his signature.
The Montana Senate on 
Thursday suspended its rules 
so it could take initial and final 
votes on the same day on the 
measure that already had over-
whelmingly cleared the House. 
The Senate backed it 45-4.
House Bill 73 lets the Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
increase the number of wolves 
one hunter can take, allows for 
electronic calls, and removes a 
requirement to wear hunter or-
ange outside general deer and 
elk season.
The measure also prohibits 
the state wildlife agency from 
banning wolf hunts in areas 
around national parks. Its swift 
passage would allow the chang-
es to take effect during the 
hunting season that’s currently 
under way.
The department last month 
abandoned efforts to shut down 
gray wolf hunting and trapping 
in an area north of Yellowstone 
National Park, a move original-
ly promoted by concerns that 
too many wolves wandering 
out of the park were dying.
Lawmakers wanted to make 
sure such a regional closure 
doesn’t come up again.
Gov. Steve Bullock on Thurs-
day indicated support for the 
legislation, noting it had been 
backed by Montana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks.
“The department did sup-
port it, and at the end of the day 
we need to base these decisions 
on science, not on politics, and 
allowing more than one, three 
wolves to be taken, it fits in with 
the science,” he said.
Fish, Wildlife and Parks said 
it already has prepared rule 
changes that will allow the leg-
islation to immediately impact 
what remains of the wolf hunt-
ing season ending Feb. 28.
Hunters and trappers so far 
this season have killed fewer 
than 200 wolves. Wildlife of-
ficials are hoping to reduce the 
animals’ population from an 
estimated 650 wolves to around 
450. The goal is to reduce wolf 
attacks on livestock and help 
some elk herds that have been 
in decline due to wolf attacks.
Wildlife advocates have ar-
gued that the state is being too 
aggressive against a species 
only recently restored to the 
Northern Rockies after it was 
widely exterminated last cen-
tury.
But no one spoke against the 
expanded wolf hunt on the Sen-
ate floor.
“These creatures are hard to 
hunt, and we need to allow our 
wolf hunters the best chance of 
getting into them while the sea-
son is still ongoing,” said Sen. 
Larry Jent, D-Bozeman.
Sen. Fred Thomas, R-Stevens-
ville, said the “big kumbaya” 
around the bill concerned him 
because he argued it doesn’t go 
far enough to limit wolf num-
bers. He said the FWP is going 
to have to start allowing snare 
trapping of the wolves, a con-
troversial practice the wildlife 
commission banned with its 
trapping regulations.
“While this bill will do some 
things, it is not the big answer,” 
Thomas said. “If you really 
want to get after this, you have 
to authorize snaring.”
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